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Cross-Cultural Studies 

SS 374 

Dr. Van Cleaf 

Wednesday 6:30-9:20 

kara_vancleaf@fitnyc.edu 

 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

This course will provide conceptual and practical knowledge of the history, institutions, economy, and culture 

of non-Western societies. Special attention will be paid to the distinctive features of non-Western countries, 

such as Japan and India among many others. The course will enhance students’ abilities to communicate and 

interact successfully in cross-cultural situations. Students are introduced to the range and significance of 

cultural differences and will be prepared to adapt to these cultural differences as they move into international 

arenas.   

 

TEXTBOOKS  

Spradley, James and McCurdy, David (eds.) (latest edition), Conformity and Conflict: Readings in Cultural 

Anthropology, New York: Pearson.  

Readings will be handed out during class, and also posted on the course website: fashioningsociology.com. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

After this course, students will  

1. Be able to identify values and norms in different cultures, 

2. Understand the importance of cultural relativism, 

3. Be better prepared to function in cross-cultural settings, 

4. Learn to avoid cultural miscommunication.  

 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY: 

Students who plagiarize, falsify, or cheat fail to master the knowledge and skills that they need for careers in 

design, fashion, and business. Such conduct will subject students to serious penalties. Refer to 

http://www.fitnyc.edu/3352.asp  

 

REQUIRMENTS: 

Attendance/Participation (20%): 
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REQUIRED. You must come to class to do well. Every class period counts as one point—if you are present, 

for the entire duration of the class, you get the point. If you are absent you do not get the point. We have a 

maximum of 16 class meetings—so if you miss two, your score would be 14 out of 16, which is an 88%/B+. 

If I have to cancel class for any reason, then everyone will get the attendance point. Often I will take 

attendance by giving an in-class writing assignment. You will get credit if you hand it in. These can never be 

made up so if you come late to class and miss it, you will not get the credit.  

  

I will round up and/or give bonus participation points if you contribute to class discussion. Please write me a 

note or email requesting points for active and thoughtful participation points if you feel you deserve them. 

  

Presentation of readings (20%) 

 

Once during the semester you will be responsible for presenting the scheduled readings. You will present the 

main arguments of our scheduled readings, prepare questions for discussion, and make connections to some 

outside media—an article, video, art work, article of clothing. As a discussion leader you’ll need to simplify 

the reading into it’s main points and connect it to a current event (or a historical event, it’s open for your 

interpretation!). Let me know if you have problems with a reading BEFORE your scheduled date! Do not 

show up and say you don’t get it. If you feel especially lost, then contact me, and work on explaining one idea 

that makes sense.  

 
Exams (40%): 

  

We will have TWO exams—a midterm and a final. The midterm will be in class and you can bring a one-

page cheat sheet. The midterm exam will be multiple-choice, short answer. The second, final exam will be 

take home—I’ll give it out a week before our last class, when it will be due. The final exam will NOT be 

cumulative—it will cover what we do after the midterm. 

  

Cultural Research Project (20%): 

 

In groups, you will conduct original research on any element of dress or fashion from a culture (somewhat) 

different from your own. We will go over the specific requirements in class but you will need to share your 

findings using some form of multimedia—a tumblr, prezi, or blog (these are just examples). Your presentation 

will be an analysis of fashion and you’ll need to tell us what the design symbolizes as well as how it works 
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within the culture understudy. We will start working on these in class and develop them over the course of the 

semester.  

 

And, we have a class twitter account: @fashioning_soc 

Our class hashtag will be #fashioning_soc 

  

I will use this to tweet about our class discussions, announce surprises, and provide links to help with your 

projects—wonderful things! We will use this for discussions and I am happy to give out bonus points for 

participating via twitter. For example, you can tweet questions about assignments, study questions, anything 

to each other or me. 

  

PLEASE see if me you are uncomfortable with participating in online forums in any way. We will work out 

alternative assignments. 

   

Grading Procedures/Evaluations: 

  

Grades are as follows: 100-90 = A; 89-80 = B; 79-70 = C; 69-60 = D; below 59 = F. I do not give 

incompletes. 

  

Guidelines for my course: 

  

******I reserve the right to change, delete or ADD readings to this schedule.  I will always give you notice 

but you must come to class to stay abreast of any changes. 

  

******Please turn off all electronic devices when class starts—these hours are a texting time-out. AND NO 

COMPUTERS DURING CLASS—TAKE NOTES WITH PEN AND PAPER, TYPE UP LATER. 

  

******Do not be offended if I call you and do not be offended if I do not call on you! I will try to call on 

everyone at least once over the course of the semester so be prepared. 

  

******Please email me if you are having trouble with the course material in anyway. 

  

******Plagiarizing in anyway, shape or form will result in a zero for that assignment or test. I take this very 

seriously so please see me if you’re nervous about properly citing your work. 
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Schedule (Stay tuned for modifications): 

 

Sept 2:  Introductions, discussion of culture and how to study it 

 
Sept 9:   Group meetings, discussion of projects, work on proposal  

 

Sept 16:  Proposal for group project due 

  Chapter 1, Culture and Ethnography, pages 1-36 

 

Sept 23:  No Class 

 

Sept 30:  Chapter 2, Language and Communication, pages 37-68 

   

 

Oct 7:  Chapter 3, Ecology and Substance, pages 69-114 

 

Oct 14:  Chapter 4, Economic Systems, pages 115-150 

 

Oct 21:  Review, catch up, group project check in—be prepared to share and report on your progress 

 

Oct 28:  MIDTERM 

 

Nov 4:  Chapter 5, Kinship and Family, pages 151-184 

 

Nov 11:  Chapter 6, Identities, Roles and Groups, pages 185-216 

 

Nov 18:  Readings on Inequality to be handed out (and posted to website, stay tuned!) 

 

Dec 2:  Chapter 9, Globalization, pages 293-324 

 

Dec 9:  Presentations of Cultural Fashion Projects 

 

Dec 16:  Final due 

 

 


