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B634 
  
Course Description: 
  
The aim of this course is to think about some of the most taken-for-granted aspects of our lives (What do 
you eat for breakfast? How do you imagine your life in ten years?) and situate these moments, events, 
fantasies, feelings, and moods within the workings of society. This means we will carefully consider how 
our most personal experiences relate to larger social trends and movements. To do this we will have to 
consider history, economics, and technology. We will also pay close attention to the fashion industry and 
examine it through our developing sociological imaginations. A word of caution: while the focus is often 
on the experiences of individuals, the sociological perspective is concerned with how individuals fit into 
larger patterns and how, in the US especially, our social patterns are inherently unequal. 
  
Course Objectives (Or, a few questions we’ll work on answering): 
  
1.         What is sociology, where did it come from, and why do we need it? 
  
2.         How can you do sociology?  
  
3.     How to sort out social science from the opinions. Or, what was your sample size? 
  
4.          Begin to map who has social power and how they keep it. 
 
5.  Finally, be able to ask and answer the following question: Can we change society?  
  
Readings: 
  
The Practical Skeptic CORE CONCEPTS (do not get the READER!) by Lisa McIntyre. 5th Edition (at 
least), 2010. McGraw Hill. 
  
Readings, Online:  
  
Pham, Minh-ha T.  “Fashion’s Cultural Appropriation Debate: Pointless,” The Atlantic, May 15, 2014.  
http://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2014/05/cultural-appropriation-in-fashion-stop-talking-
about-it/370826/ 
  



	  

Ashley Mears,  “Who Runs the Girls?”  http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/21/opinion/sunday/who-runs-
the-girls.html?_r=0 
 
“We Are All Very Anxious” by Plan C 
http://www.weareplanc.org/we-are-all-very-anxious/#.U_4jKYCwKj6 
  
Abi Ishola, (an FIT alum!). “Headwraps, Hoodies, and Denim: How Clothing has Shaped Prostest and 
Revolutions” June 11, 2014. www.scriptsandsightings.com  
http://scriptsandsightings.com/2014/06/head-wraps-hoodies-and-denim-how-clothing-has-shaped-
protests-and-revolutions/ 
  
Beauty work and class on “The Beheld” by Autumn Whitefield-Madrano 
http://www.the-beheld.com/2014/08/beauty-and-inconspicuous-consumption.html?spref=tw 
http://thehairpin.com/2014/07/commodity-fetish-this-is-not-really-what-a-feminist-looks-like 
  
“White Privilege” by Peggy McIntosh: 
http://www.iub.edu/~tchsotl/part2/McIntosh%20White%20Privilege.pdf 
  
Additional Readings WILL BE ASSIGNED throughout the semester: stay tuned! 
  
REQUIRMENTS: 
Attendance/Participation (25%): 
  
REQUIRED. You must come to class to do well. Every class period counts as one point—if you are 
present, for the entire duration of the class, you get the point. If you are absent you do not get the point. 
You will also self-asses your participation in the middle and again at the end of the semester. I will 
provide a worksheet for you to measure your own participation. Your overall grade for 
attendance/participation will be a combination of your total point for attendance (divided by the number 
of points possible) with your self-assessment grade.  
 
I will round up and/or give bonus participation points if you contribute to class discussion. Please write 
me a note or email requesting points for active and thoughtful participation points if you feel you deserve 
them. 
  
Show and Tell (25%):  
Twice over the course of the semester you will have to bring in an example of an outside media “thing” 
(an image, a campaign, a speech, video, article, hashtag trend, song…anything. The sky is the limit here) 
that illustrates the argument or a key point from our scheduled reading. You do not have to summarize the 
scheduled reading. You do have to show and tell us how your media object exemplifies some aspect of 
the reading. We will sign up for the first week of class.  
  
Exam (25%): We will have one exam: a final.  The final exam will be take home—I’ll give it out a week 
before our last class, when it will be due. It will be multiple choice, true false. It will cover the readings, 
our discussions, and lectures. We will review the week I had out the test.   



	  

 
Fashion Archive (25%) 
Together we will create a fashion archive, modeled loosely around this website: 
http://yourstory.tenement.org/. Each of you will create 3 entries for the site. I will give more detailed 
instructions for each entry. However, all three will require you to chose an item of fashion (could be 
something you own, something you want, something you saw) and write up a short entry detailing the 
item and what it symbolizes, who made, why it’s special to you. I will give you a detailed writing prompt 
for each entry. The first entry will be based on “labor” and all the different forms of it that went in to 
making your item.  
 
And, we have a class twitter account: @fashioning_soc 
Our class hashtag will be #fashioning_soc 
  
I will use this to tweet about our class discussions, announce surprises, and provide links to help with 
your projects—wonderful things! We will use this for discussions and I am happy to give out bonus 
points for participating via twitter. For example, you can tweet questions about assignments, study 
questions, anything to each other or me. 
  
PLEASE see if me you are uncomfortable with participating in online forums in any way. We will work 
out alternative assignments. 
   
GRADING SCALE: I do not give incompletes under any circumstance.  

100=A+   79-77 = C+ 

99-93=A   76-72 = C     

92-90=A   71-70 = C- 

89-87=B+  69-60 = D 

86-83=B    Below 60 = F 

82-80=B- 

RULES: No cell phones/computers/screens—we can do it! No cheating, no plagiarism. Respect each 
other and different opinions.    

Schedule (Stay tuned for modifications): 
 
Feb 1:  Introductions. History of Sociology 
  

8: The Sociological Imagination. Chapter 1-2, The Practical Skeptic 
  “White Privilege” by Peggy McIntosh:  

 http://www.iub.edu/~tchsotl/part2/McIntosh%20White%20Privilege.pdf 
   

22:   Chapter 3-4, “Theories of Sociology,” The Practical Skeptic 



	  

   
29:   “We Are All Very Anxious” by Plan C  
 http://www.weareplanc.org/we-are-all-very-anxious/#.U_4jKYCwKj6 
 

Mar 7:  Ashley Mears,  “Who Runs the Girls?”  
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/21/opinion/sunday/who-runs-the-girls.html?_r=0 

 Chapter 5-6, “Methods” 
 
 Mar 14:    ARCHIVE 1 due 
 
         28: Chapter 7 “Culture,” The Practical Skeptic 

Pham, Minh-ha T.  “Fashion’s Cultural Appropriation Debate: Pointless,” The Atlantic, 
May 15, 2014.  http://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2014/05/cultural-
appropriation-in-fashion-stop-talking-about-it/370826/ 

  
Apr 4:   Chapter 10 “Socialization,” The Practical Skeptic  
 
Apr 11:   Chapter 11 “Deviance” 
  
  18:   ARCHIVE 2 due 

Chapter 12 “Inequality” 
  
         25:   Chapter 13— “Inequality” cont 
   
         25:   Chapter 14—“Inequality” cont 
  
May  2:   TBA/Catch-up 
 
         9:   ARCHIVE 3 due 

Exam 2 handed out 
 
16:  Fashion Archive Project Launch (presentations)  

          
 
	  


