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Sociology of the Family 

Hunter, Spring 2016 
Dr. Kara Van Cleaf 

kvancleaf@gradcenter.cuny.edu 
TA: Courtney Frantz 
cf953@hunter.cuny.edu 

 
Course Description: 
 
Far from a static entity that transcends time, sociologists study the ways the family form shifts in response to 
larger political and social forces. We will pay particular attention to the work that goes into making a 
family—who plans the holidays? Who buys the groceries? Who lightens the mood? And, importantly, who 
faces obstacles to maintaining a family? Part of our time will be spent studying our cultural (US culture) 
definitions of good, loving, dysfunctional, and absent families. We will also situate the everyday life and 
feelings (falling in/out of love, dinner time, suffering from depression, having children) within larger social 
patterns. This syllabus is subject to change based on the pace of our class.  
 
Required Texts: 
Diversity in Families  (DF). Baca Zinn, Eitzen, and Wells. 10th Edition.   
 
The Price of Motherhood (POM). Ann Crittenden, 2010. Picador: NY. (pdfs of the selected chapters can be 
found here:  fashioningsociology.com (check under the soc of family tab)). 
 
Requirements: 
 
Attendance/Participation (25%): 
You will be graded on attendance since you must come to class to do well. Your attendance grade is 
determined in two ways: 1. From signing-in either at the beginning, middle or end of class (it will be a 
surprise!) OR  2. from short in-class writing assignments that you turn in at the end of each class period. 
These will not be graded: as long as you complete the exercise, you will receive the point. We may share 
these writings with each other. Attendance/participation writings can never be made up. At the end of the 
semester you will receive an attendance/participation grade, which will be a calculation of all the points you 
earned divided by the total number of points possible. For example, if we have 3 writing assignments and 7 
sign in points, and you complete 8, you will have earned an 80% (8/10).  
 
Symposium on the Family Brief (25%): In groups, you will create a 1-2 page brief that includes the 
following:  

1. A problem facing families today 
2. A proposed solution to the problem 
3. A chart/graph or image 
4. Properly cite your sources 

 
I will compile our briefs and turn them into a mini-book (which will most likely be online). You have free 
reign with the problem you’d like to address, and I’m happy to give you a topic if nothing comes to mind. 
You must address your problem sociologically—what does this mean? Sociological thinking means that you 
investigate the ways structural issues (big things—like the “economy” or drug laws or tax policies) influence 
different groups’ daily realities.  
 
Your group will receive ONE grade for the project = you will all receive the same grade. To receive all the 
points you must: 1. Clearly define the problem 2. Propose a sociological solution (if you’re trying to change 
individual behaviors, take a second, third, fourth look…sociologists rarely try to change individuals) 3. 
Explain the problem and solution clearly, briefly, and convincingly, and 4. Your chart/image/graph must 
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support your argument and you must reference your sources. HINT: take a look at chapters 13-14 in main 
text book for ideas.  
 
We will get groups set up during the first two class periods.  
 
Exam 1 (25%) : Multiple choice, true false. Anything from readings, class lecture and/or class discussion 
could be on the test—including videos, images we look at during class. You may bring a cheat sheet: ONE 
regular sized paper with notes on front and back. Typed is fine.  
 
Exam 2 (25%): Same as exam 1.  
 
GRADING SCALE: I do not give incompletes under any circumstance.  
100=A+  
99-93=A  
92-90=A  
89-87=B+ 
86-83=B   
82-80=B- 
79-77=C+ 
76-73=C 
72-70=C- 
69-60=D 
BELOW 60=F.  
 
SCHEDULE (subject to change, please come to class to stay on track) 
 
Jan  29:  First Class; Intro “What is a family?" 
   DF Chap 1 “Images, Ideas, and Myths” 
Feb 5:  DF Chap 1/ Chap 2 (pages 45-52) “The Emergence of Modern Family” 
 9:  Tuesday DF Ch. 3 “Historical Making of Family Diversity” 
 12:  NO CLASS 
 19:   DF Chap 4  “Families and the New Economic Realities” 
 26:  DF Chap 5 “Demographic Trends” 
Mar 4:  DF Chap 6, Chap 10 pages 291-311) “Class, Race, and Gender”  
 11:  EXAM (1-6, 10—pages 291-311) 
 18:  DF Chap 7 “Work and Family” and Price of Motherhood reading 
 23:  Wednesday Chap 8 “The Social Construction of Intimacy” 
 25:  NO CLASS   
Apr 1:  Chap 9  “Marriage” Chap 12 (pages 369-379) “Divorce” 
 15:  Symposium Brief Due!  

DF Ch 11”Violence” (pages 336-339), Chap13 “Emergent Families in Global Era” 
 22:  NO CLASS   
 29:   NO CLASS 
May 6:  DF Ch 13-14 and Review “Family Policy for 21st Century”  
 13:    Exam 2 (7, 8, 9, 11—336-339, 12—369-379, 13, 14)  
 
RULES: No cell phones/computers/screens—we can do it! No cheating, no plagiarism (see 
http://hunger.cuny.edu/studentaffairs/student-conduct/academic-integrity). Respect each other and different 
opinions. Please see our TA, Courtney Frantz, or me if you have any problems with readings, discussion, 
ideas.  


